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modern readers. Horace Walpole was not far wrong
when he asserted that a the patience of a young virgin in
love cannot now wade through " that jxmgio of pastoral,
sentimental, and heroical adventures. A brief outline
of the tale, together with some specimens of Sidney's de-
scriptive and sententious styles, must, however, here be
given, since it is not very likely that any readers of my
book will be impelled to turn the pages of the original.
Musidorns, Prince of Thessalia, and Pyrocles, Prince
of Maeedon, were cousins. An affection, such as bound
the knights of elder Greek romance together, united
them even more than the nearness of their blood.
Pyrocles, being the older, taught his friend all that he
knew of good, and brave, and gracious. Musidoim
learned willingly ; and thus the pair grew up to man-
hood in perfect love, twin flowers of gentleness and
chivalry. When the story opens the two heroes have
just been wrecked on the Laconian coast. A couple of
shepherds, Claim and Strephon, happened to be pacing
the seashore at that moment They noticed a young
man floating on a coffer, which the waves washed gradu-
ally landward. He was "of so goodly shape and well-
pleasing favour that one would think death had in
him a lovely countenance; and, that, though lie were
naked, nakedness was to him an apparel." This youth
proved to bo Musidorus. Pyrocles meanwhile remained
upon the wreck ; and, while the shepherds were in the
act to rescue him, he wan earned off by pirates under the
eyes of his sorrowing comrade, There was nothing for
it but to leave him to his fate ; and Musidorus, after a
moment of wild despair, yielded to the exhortations of
the good shepherds, who persuaded him to journey withre it.
